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HERE is no depression In the

automobile business in this

section of the country, at

Jeast there is no indication of

it on the outer surface. The

automobile factories are going

the outlook. The output for 1916 will
far exceed any year in the history of
this wonderful industry.

m"iof the year will be juat as large, if not

blast, and everybody is optimlistic at|

with the production. Shortage of radi-
ators and bodies seems to be in the main
responsible for hold-ups, but these are
rapidly belng overcome, and thlg week
will see every concern running at full
speed. While, as has been mentioned,
there is a tendency to reduce the price
! of cars for next season, the manufac-
i turers feel that their profits at the end

larger, being offset by the Increase in
the production. The motor ecar is now
considered a utllity rather than a lux-

_While there has been 2 marked re-
duction in the list prices of many of the
motor cars for the coming season,
i{s due in nearly every instance
noticeable
During the
435,000 machines were produced.
the close of that yvear
-operation throuzhout the country 1,666,-
984 pleasure cars. These OoWnNers comn-
tributed $12,270,025.78 In reglstmt.mn
fees. In addition to this, mntor.:su:
Eave to the road funds of the various
states in fines $101,364.

In 1915, the fiseal year of which 18]
about closed, about 525,000 cars have
been built. While it is hard to esti-
mate the number of cars in the 1816
production, it is predicted that the
1615 production will be exceeded by
over 100.000 cars. While a number of
gnnouncements have been made of the
new models and prices for the coming
geason, there are still a number to be
made vet. And along with future an-
nouncements will still be found sharp
cuts in the prices. Several of the manu-

vear

facturers are maintaining the same
price as 1915 While the price re-
mains the same, the cars have been

given the benefit of many refinements,
which the prospective purchaser will
get the full benafit of. OUne manufac-
turer in Detroit is arranging to in-
crease the list price, according to well
defined rumors. It is about the only
instance where an increase in price 1s
scheduled to be made.

Investment Totals $2,000,000,000.

Alfred O. Dunk, president of the
Puritan Machine Company, one of the
best posted men in the automobile
{ndustry, in speaking a few days ago
of the industry, said that conservative
figures show an. invesmeent of nearly
two billions of dollars in motor cars
alone. Think also of the vast capital
devoted to the production of accesso-
ries and supplies. These figures and
facts would fully justify the statement
that the manufacture and operation of
motor cars alone furnish an invest-
ment of several billions of dollars of
American capital. 1 predict that the
next few years will see both the out-
put and Investment of capital in the
motor car Industry tremendously in-
creased.

“The remarkable progress achieved in
& mechanical way with a consequent
heavy reduction in cost manufacture
will make it posafhle in the near future
for any man of moderate means to own
his own auto. In fact, the motor car
has already passed the stage of being
a vehicle solely designed for pleasure.
Indeed it has become a most important
factor In the economical life of the
American people. The world holds no

rallel of such rapid giant strides as
!:a marked the advance of the motor
ear industry throughout the world.”

©Out here in the “hub™ of the automo-
blle industry there im a grand rush
from every section of the Union for
ears. “More cars” Is tha cry to be
heard everywhere. Everybody is en-
thusiastic over the outlook, and all
ene has to do is to pay a visit to the
various factories to prove this fact.
La=t month was a hummer in the in-
dustry.

The sales managers of the various
eompanies are being swamped with
visitors and representatives appealing
for elther early shipment of cars or an
fncrease In allotments. They have al-
most begun to he regular orators, as
one salesmanager expressed it the
other day. He has to keep his dealers
in good humor so that they won't
throw up the agency and take on an-
other line, all of which requires ennsid-
erable talking an da display of diplo-
macy on his part. That it is part of his
position goes without saying. I heard
of one instance a few days ago where
a dealer, who came here to the factory
to complain that he was losing orders
by not getting his cars, was about to
eancel his contract. After the sales-
manager got through with him he Jeft
the office with a “smile that wouldn't
eomea off,” and In the bargain had in-
ereased his order for shipments.

Suffering From Shortage.

There are a few factories suffering
from lack of parts, and until they are
received It iz impossible to go ahead

ury. The public seems to demand a
low-priced machine, accompanied by
good workmanship and service, for

everyday use.

I'.hiBi There Is one coneern In which the
to a!public Is probably more concerned than
increase in the p"odurti.nn,!""-" other, and that {s the Ford Motor
1914 approximately|
At
there were in|reached. The writer can assure owners

Company, by reason of the rebate
which purchasers of 1915 cara were as-
sured, provided the 200,008 mark was

an assembly plant, according to re-
ports. Its principal uses will be as a
service station for Ford owners In the
capital, and it will serve as a central
meeting place for the tourista who
visit the city In great numbers each
vear. Because of the fact that a gteat
many such visitors are expected, the
salesroom and showroom will be larg-
er than In the majority of Ford
branches, and special attention will be
given to making the guests com-
fortable.

As an indication of the great impetus
all over the country in sales of auto-
mobiles, the SBaxon Motor Company is
setting new records for shipments
every day. An average of 120 cars a
day Is belng maintained at the hig
plant here. Records such as this make
it a simple matter to understand the
optimism that prevails throughout the
automobile Industry, and the prediction
that is frequently made to the effect
that more automobiles will be sold this

the cars a satisfactory test prior to
shipment, a half mile track fs now in
operation adjoining the plant. In ad-
dition an artificlal hill has been con-
structed with a fifteen per cent grade
and is said to equal any hill test in
this section. The hill is constructed. of
steel girders and trestle work. While
{t has not been officially announced it
is not predicted that any reduction In
price will take place in the models for
the coming season. About %000 men
are employed In the day and night
shifts at the present time.

Out at the Packard Motor Car Com-
pany I found several new bulldings
being erected in order to care for the
increased business. One of the new
buildings was a machine shop, three
stories in height. So rapld has been
the increase in the motor truck busi-
ness that it has become necessary to
erect a new three-story structure to take
care of that end of the business. The
building of motor trucks, since .the
outbreak of the European war has

STUDEBAKER OFFICIALS IN FIRST OF 1916 STUDEBAKER SIXES.

READING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT ARE:

FREDERICK 8. FISH, PRESIDENT OF THE STUDEBAKER CORPORA-
TION; A. R. ERSKINE, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT; J. M. STUDEBAKER, ONE OF THE FIVE BROTHERS WHO
FOUNDED THE BUSINESS, AND JAMES G. HEASLET, VICE PRESIDENT IN CHARGE OF PRODUCTION.

in the National Capital that this figure
was reached last "Monday. This num-
ber of cars was to be sold from August
1, 1914, to August 1 of this year. July
1 this concern had manufactured and
sold 292,000 cars, with an entire month
in which to produce 5,000 cars in order
to reach the required number. At the
present time more than 40,000 ears are
being produced a month in this one
plant alone. When I visited the plant
a few days ago 20,400 men were being
employed in three shifts of eight hours
each. Shipments were delayed by the
non-arrival of some minor part, but
this has all been overcome. The con-
veyor system I8 working overtime, and
as fast as the cars reach the end of the
inecllne the .motor (s automatieally
started and after being tested are shot
into the freight cars for various points.
There are now in operation through-
out the world 1,500,000 Ford cars, and
this number I was told would be in-
creased to 1,600,000 by October 1.
Incidentally, there is nothing in the
rumor that has gained everywhere that
Henry Ford is going into the construc-
tion of motor cycles. While the writer
has an inkling of what the policy for
1816 is to be, he is not at liberty to
make any announcement at this time,
There will also be some surprises in
store when the new branch is com-
pleted in Washington. The .new
$300,000 structure to be erected on
Pennsylvania avenue is to be in com-
plete harmony with the plans to make
Washington the most beautiful city in
the world. The building is to be tri-
angular in shape, measuring 139 by 166
by 1256 feet. Rising six stories in
helght, it will be a noticeable feature
of the Washington landscape. While
the property on the same side of the
Avenue is now occupled by low build-
ings, indications point to the early
erection of modern structures. The
writer predicta that within two wvears
from the time of the completion of the
Ford branch Pennsylvania avenune will
be known as “automobile row,” com-
paring with Broad street, Phliladel-
phia, and Michigan avenue, Chlcago.
The Washington branch will not be

“It's pretty hard to find anything
better than a good promise well

kept.”
—Mister Squeegee

Men's greatness is measured,
not by the things they promise to
do, but by what they accomplish.

So it is with all things in this world. »
Many men have announced their inten-

tion of doing greater things with
than Edison has done.

They have not made their

good, and Edison rrmains the wizard of science.
ity of Diamond Squeegee
Tread Tires is due to their merit in
cheap mileage and fulfilling service require-

The

ments with unvarying regularity.

Great promises are made for other tires—
promises that in many cases are never fulfilled,
More than 99% of all Diamond Squeegee Tread
the service that is promised for
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year than in the two previous years.
This concern will produce about 25,000
cars. Last month 2,700 cars were
shipped to various points.

While shipments were delayed t.em-
porarily at the Hupp Motor Car Com-
pany, that has all been overcome and
cars are now going out at the rate of
silxty a day. The force is working full
time and at the present time the firm
|8 over 2,000 orders behind. REusiness
has been booming in every direction
and every day additional workmen are
being taken on to hustle along the
production.

The plant of Dodge Brothers was an-
other busy spot. The production is being
rapldly pushed along, awith several thou-
sand employes at work in the various
departments, Many improvements are
being made about the plant. Rest
rooms and smoking rooms for the em-
ployes are almost at the point of com-
pletion. Another story has been added
to the executive building and is being
finished and equipped. In order to give

been tremendous and it Is to take care
of this part of the production that it

was found necessary to gecure ad-
ditional space. A new building had
recently been erected for the manufac-
ture of hodies by a new process.
About 6,000 men are now on the rolls.
The company is experiencing the big-
gest year in its history and has all the
foreign truck business it can take
care of.

The only concern that I found which
contemplates an increase in its price
is the Cadlilac Motor Car Company,
from rumors that are in circulation.
However, there {8 but little doubt that
the price for the “eight” next vear will
be advanced. Last year over 13,000
cars were built and starting tomorrow
the plant will starg on the 1916 pro-
duction, after being shut down for the
past two weeks while an inventory pf
the stock was being made. The officials
of the company have a feeling of great
optimism at the present time. The
past four months have been the big-

gest in the history of the company.
Over 400 cars wers produced ily.
An announcement of Interest Is ex-
pected to be made in ths near future
The number of cara scheduled for next
year will exceed last year's output.

The Maxwell Motor Company was an-
other scene of unusual activity, pre-
paratory to A big, year In 1916, The
new models arék now under way, and
while no officlal statement has been
made as to the price, there is mome-
thing in the wind. Last year some-
thing lke 27,000 cars wers produced
and the expectation is that this year
that number will be more than dou-
bled. Inventory has just been taken
and with a resumption of the ma-
chinery thers will be mno letup for
some tlme to come. A feature of the
factory is & progreasive assembly sys-
tem which has been Installed and will
add materially in the rushing of the
production next year. The policy for
1916 will be announced within the next
week or ten days.

The Chalmers Motor Car Company is
working night and day to produce
cars, According to President Hugh
Chalmers, in commenting on the prob-
lems that face motor caf bullders, Is
making the decision on what kind of a
car to build. The importance of this
decision is apparent when one considers
the shiftings that are constantly going
on in the automobile business, due to
rapld engineering development, sever-
ity of competition and the caprices of
public demanda.

At the King motor car plant the dally
output is now reaching forty cars a
day. There will be no change in the
model for the coming season, while the
price will remain the same. The pro-
duction will be between 7,600 and
10,000 cars for 1916. The company has
enjoyved a highly successful season with
thelr eight, which will be continued
the coming year. W. L. Daly, sales
manager, in speaking of the outlook,
sald yesterday: "“In all my experience
1 have never seen so much interest so
far in advance of the contract season.
One of the benefits which the automo-
bile industry in America Has gained
as a result of the European conflict is
putting the retail industry in the
United States on a concrete selling
basis. It is claimed in this city, the
center of the industry, that the past
two years has witnessed a wonderful
change in the method of conducting
the retall automobile industry. Dealers
are now invading Detroit, personally,
by letter and otherwise, laying plans
for the coming season.”

Probabry all sales records are belng
emashed by the Hudson Motor Car
Company. About 100 cars are being
shipped out daily, but if 200 a day could
be built that firm would ship them. The
company has just completed the distri-
bution of $10,500 in cash to salesmen
as prizes in the spring selling tourna-
ment. These tournaments are becoming
a marked feature of the selling plan,
and are said to be responsible for the
creation of a large amount of enthusi-
asm. None of the money goes to the
dealers, but to the salesmen direct who
make the sales. According to General
Manager John N. Hill the outlook
is unusually bright. A reduction in the
price for this year has already been
announced.

As an indication of the rapid Increase
in business the Paige Motor Company
broke ground last week for the erec-
tion of a’ building to be about the size
of the present plan. The company
plans to bulld about 10,000 cars this
year, and when 1 was out at the fac-
tory a few days ago there was every
indication that this number would be
reached, The production at the present
time is about fifty cars a day. In view
of the increased production a reduction
in the selling price has been announced
for mext season.

At the Regal Motor Company's head-
quarters there was every evidence that
a good year Is expected. The factory
is working steadily in the production
of cars to meet the demand. Indications
from all parts of the country are that
the company will have one of the big-
gest seasons in its history. The out-
put of machines is belng inc¢reased as
rapidly as possible to meet the demand.
The prices for next season have al-
ready been announced in The Star.

The home of the Detrolt electric was
another busy place which I visited.
The Anderson Electric Car Company,
according to Sales Manager G. D. Fair-

leve, has just installed more than

60,000 worth of modern machinery to
take care of the increased production
which is scheduled for next year. The
dies are about completed and with the
resumption of the force last week after
taking inventory the work on the pro-
duction for the comihg year is being
rapidly pushed. Last year something
over a thousand carz were bullt in the
factory, but this number will be great-
1y exceeded the coming year. Adjoining
the present plant a spacious one-story
bullding is now in the course of con-
struction. The company 18 in a better

Series Twelve, Cole Eight.

y Multiple Cylinder -
Dominance

HESE are multiple cylinder days.
the era of multiple cylinder motors.
oretically logical, mechanically correct, and

proven by 20,000 users of Eights to be practical,
the multiple cylinder motor surmounts every ob-
stacle that heretofore has handicapped the motor-
ist—it advances motoring to the ultimate state of
‘complete satisfaction.

This is
The-

i

And in the field of multiple cylinder motor con-
struction, no car has demonstrated its utter de-
pendability more convincingly than has the 1916,

|

Eliminates gear shifting—sticks to the road at
any speed—accelerates quickly—throttles down
to a crawl—gives you better than sixty miles an
hour if you desire it—transforms every drop of
gasoline into delivered power—and takes the hills
and rugged roads easily—comfortably. o

$1,785—f. o. b. Factory

COLE MOTOR CAR CO., INDIANAPOLIS, U. S. A,

 The Hen

Washington, D. C.

Builders of the Standardized Car

1012 14th Street N.W.
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derson-Rowe Auto Co.

Tel. Main 3543

condition today than ever before in its
history. A three-day convention of the
eales force was held the early part of
the past week, repreesntatives from all
seotions of the country being present.
R. C. Erkman of Washington Is present
froin the National Capital at the ses-
slon. At the close of the convention
the policy of the company for 1916 will
probably be announced both as to the
number of cars to be produced and the
prices.

The Studebaker corporation, as usual,
is always a beehive of industry. A visit
to the plant dispels all doubt as to
prérent financial conditlons. The hum
of machinery and the hustling of em-
ployes in every direction gave evidence
that the new models are being hustled
through' as rapidly as possiblee with
modern machinery. E. R, Benson, vice-
president of the company, who has just
returned from a trip to the Pacific
coast amd northwestern Canada, is
highly enthusiastic over the outlook.
“California,” Mr. Benson sald, “is just
feeling the effect of the slow-up in bu-
siness that was experienced In the east
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ALBERT RUSSEL ERSKINE.

and then the middle west a few months
ago. However, It cannot be very bad,
with the Panama-Pacific exposition is
reported as already having a balance
on the right side of the ledger. There
is something peculiar about how these
movements of prosperity and depres-

slon operate, the wave, as a rule, start-
ing In the east, and making its way
westward. The coast, I anticipate, will
very smoon be enjoying the same re-
vival of business as Is now being ex-
perienced In the east and middls west.”

At the meeting of the board of di-
rectors last weeek In New York, Albert
Russell Erskine, was elected president
of the corporation, succeeding Fred-
erick 8. Fish, who becomes chalrman
of the board, the executive and finance
committese. Mr. Erskine hecame treas-
urer of the corporation In 1911, and In
1913 was elected first vice-president
and treasurer. J. M. Studebaker, the
surviving one of the five Studebaker
brothers, who founded the business,
still stays at the head of the corpora-
tion as honorary president, having re-
signed as chairman of the bhoard of di-
rectors. The announcement of the pol-
fey for next year has already been
made,

One of the most unique companies in
Detroit 1s the Puritan Machine Com-
pany. This concern has purchased the
stock and fixtures of sixty-five autlo-
mobile factories in the past two yvears,
and, Iin order to take care of owners of
obsolete cars, Is acquiring property to
take care of the tons and tons of equip-
ment after purchase. This concern will
probably take over the Briggs-De-
troiter Company, which recently went
into the hands of recelvers. There is
every indication that the new owners
wlill continue to bulld the Detrolter car,
but it will be several days yet before
official announcement I8 made as to the
future policy.

Whether or not the practice of an-
nouncing new automobile models in
the middle of the selling season will
continue, or the date be advanced un-
til fall or the New York automobile
show, is a question being given seri-
ous conslderation at this time by a
number of automobile manufacturers
and a committee appointed by the Na-
tional Automoblile Chamber of Com-
merce. This committee has been ap-
pointed for the sole purpose of Investi-
gating midseason announcements.
Manufacturers realize that to make an-
nouncements just when automohile pur-
chasers are about to place their orders
is a problem, said to be worthy of in-
vestigation. Dealers generally, it is
sald, seem to favor getting away from
midseason announcements. A number
of automobile purchasers have gone on
record as belng in favor of seeing new
models In the early spring rather than
just at the time the buying public is
about to purchase.

Auto Top and Trimming Co. Opens.
Opening of the new home of the
American Auto Top and Trimming

Company was held Wednesday night.
About 150 automobile agents and sales-
men were present at the dinner.
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BOARD TO DIM HEADLIGHTS.

Baltimore Body Will Control Das-
gling Lamps in City Limits.

The glaring automobile headlight that
blinds pedestrians Is now n thing of
the past in Baltimore. What do and
what do not constituts proper head-
lights within the meaning of the new
ordinance, which went into effect July
1, was decided upon recently by the
board of motor vehicle and headilght
inspection, at a meeting held st the
Auto Club of Maryland, 12 West Mount
Roval avenue.

The law provides that no operator of
a motor vehicle shall use a dazzling
acetylene or electrie lamp on the front
of his car within the limite of Ralti-
more city unless the light be covered,
shaded or dimmed, to do away with the
dazzle and glare. A fine of from §1
to 85 is provided for each first offense,
and from $5 to $25 for each subseguent
offense. For the purpose of the ordi-
nance the owner of the vehlcle Is held
to be the operator. Power {s vested In
the headlight board to define whsit are
headlights and to establlish standards
of (Mlumination for automoblles

Everything possible has been done to
prevent the new ordinance working a
hardship upen the automobile owner,
Eight patent devices for the dimmine
of headlights have been approved by
the board, but the purchase of these is
not made compulsery, Paint, hrass pol-
ish or soap can be used upon the Inslda
of the glasse to soften the giare, but the
degree of capacity attalned must be ar
required {n general order No, 4, lssued
by the board.

That order provides that the capaelts
must be such as will “pravent the out
lines of the flame or electric llghts he-
ing wvislble when looking through the
glass from the front."

TO PUSH PATHFINDER SALES.

'W. E. Stalnaker Becomes Vice Presi-
dent of the Indianapolis Company.

For the development of the new 1916
Pathfinder Single-six and Twin-six
models, which are manufactured hy the
Pathfinder Company of Indianapolia, W,
E. Stahlnaker has just become vice
president and manager of gales. Tden-
tified with him 1is St. Clalr Couzens,
who has been for the past five years
automoblle editor of the Chicago Dally
Journal.

Mr, Stalnaker has had experlence in
Chicago as a retall automobile dis

tributer. Mr. Couzens has studied the
automobile situation from the buyer's
standpoint and through his newspaper
experience.

is the
yours

the car.

i ~ See This Mitchell —You'll Long to Drive It
Drive This Mitchell—You’re Sure to Own One

Miller Bros.” Automobile and Supply House
Salesroom, 1405 H St. N.W., Phone M. 6087
Service Station, 61 Pierce St. N.E,, Lin. 4060
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$125

f. o. b. Racine

THE SIX OF °’16

It 1s our privilege to an-
nounce the car that has established new
<. standards of value, simplicity, accessibil-
ity, beauty and comfort.

‘We know that the Mitchell

g offers the greatest automobile value in
g the world. This is not a mere statement.
" You will know it, too, when you see this
oreat big beautiful car and ride in it.

To describe comfort to one

who has never experienced it 1s impos-
sible—to experience comfort you have never
known will be your pleasure when you accept our
invitation to ride with us in the new Mitchell.

We want every motorist and

prospective motorist to see this car so
thatwhen we proclaim or publish that the Mitchell
eatest car value ever offered you will know

that it is not a bombastic claim or over-
enthusiasm, but a statement that you yourself will
back with your own opinion.

Therefore, why seek for words to drive
this idea home?

All we can say is see this car—judge its
value yourself—we rest our case on the merits of
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